
	Literary Element
	Definition

	Antagonist
	The character or force that opposes the protagonist



	Characterization
	The method an author uses to acquaint the reader with his/her characters



	Climax
	The high point or turning point in the story



	Conflict
	The struggle (problem)  in the story that the character must overcome



	Exposition
	The beginning of the story where the characters and setting are introduced.



	Mood
	The overall emotion created by a work of literature



	Plot
	The order of events in a story. Includes exposition, climax & resolution
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	Point of view
	The perspective from which a story is told

First person:  Narrator tells the story using “I” and “me” and participates in the events.

Third person:  Narrator tells the story using “he” and “she”, but does not take part in events



	Protagonist
	The major character at the center of the story



	Resolution
	How the conflict/problem in the story is settled or not settled.



	Setting
	The time, place, and overall environment of the story or novel



	Theme
	The central idea of a literary work; the lesson the author wants readers to learn


	Literary Technique


	Definition

	Alliteration
	The repetition of a consonant sound at the beginning of words



	Flashback
	The insertion of a scene or event that took place in the past, often appearing as a 

memory



	Foreshadowing
	The planting of clues to prepare readers for events that will happen later



	Free verse
	Poetry that has no fixed pattern of meter, rhyme, length line, or stanza arrangement



	Hyperbole
	Exaggerated speech for emphasis



	Imagery
	The way in which an author uses details to appeal to the five senses: sight, touch, 

smell, hearing, taste



	Irony
	An outcome of events opposite of what was expected



	Metaphor
	A comparison between two things without using like or as



	Onomatopoeia


	A word that that makes a sound



	Personification
	A figure of speech in which an idea, object, or animal is given human characteristics



	Repetition
	Repeating  a word or group of words for emphasis or effect



	Rhyme
	The repetition of ending sounds of words



	Rhythm
	The sound pattern of a poem, much like the beat of a song



	Simile
	A comparison between two things using like or as


	Symbolism
	Something that stands for something larger than itself
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