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Review Sheet – Reconstruction

Reconstruction

· the name of the time period when the states in the South rejoined the U.S.

· Lincoln’s plan was lenient (fair) to get Southern states back in the Union

Amnesty 

· official government pardon

Andrew Johnson 

· was president after Lincoln died

· was impeached by Congress because he wasn’t trying to help freedmen
· disagreed with the Radical Republicans in Congress
Reconstruction Acts of 1867

· set up 5 military districts in the south
Freedmen’s Bureau

· gave aid/help to the former slaves

· gave them food, clothing, medical care, legal advice
· provided education by creating many schools

Black Codes
· was a reason why Reconstruction failed

· these codes controlled and exploited freed men and women

· made them have jobs like farming and household service

Jim Crow Laws 

· was a reason why Reconstruction failed

· denied African Americans basic civil rights

· separated whites from African Americans in public places 

Rutherford B. Hayes

· became president after Andrew Johnson

· became president because of the Compromise of 1877

14th Amendment

· anyone born in the U.S. can’t be denied citizenship

· gives equal protection to all citizens

15th Amendment

· gave the right to vote to all male citizens including freed slaves

· but blacks had to pay a poll tax and pass a literacy test to keep them from voting

Poll Taxes and Literacy Tests

· was a reason why Reconstruction failed

· blacks had to pay to vote, but they really couldn’t pay!

· The literacy tests were impossible to pass, so they couldn’t vote!

Scalawags

· Southern whites who supported Republicans

Sharecropping
· was a reason why Reconstruction failed

· the most common way freed slaves found work after the Civil War

· they rented land from land owners

· had to give a portion of the crops back to the owner

· it failed because blacks were still poor

Plessy vs. Ferguson

· was a reason why Reconstruction failed

· said “separate but equal” is constitutional, but things were never really equal
· happened in 1896

· separated blacks and whites because of their race
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